
 

 

FOR AN INDEPENDENT JUSTICE IN EUROPE 

MEDEL pronounced the 23
rd

 of May as the alert day for the independence of justice in Europe, 

remembering the anniversary of the assassination of the Italian Judge Giovanni Falcone by the 

Mafia in 1992. 

On this date, we are invited to reflect on the need for an independent and effective justice all 

over Europe and its importance for the safeguard of European citizens’ fundamental rights and 

freedoms. All European citizens must be remembered of the essentiality of an independent 

judiciary, able to protect the basic freedoms and rights all over Europe. 

The growing nationalist and populist movements that have been spreading all over the 

continent, the unprecedented attacks against the independence of the Judiciary that we have 

been witnessing in countries like Hungary or Poland and the disrespect for basic principles of 

the Rule of Law in countries like Turkey (a member of the Council of Europe), remind us that 

the existence of an independent Judiciary must never be taken for granted and that it is a 

constant and fundamental struggle for every citizen in any country. 

Next Saturday, May 26
th

, MEDEL will mark this occasion in Brussels with a seminar co-

organised with AED - Avocats Européens Démocrates, where the contribution of lawyers and 

magistrates to the building of an independent justice system will be discussed. 

On this day, MEDEL especially wants to pay tribute and once again express its full solidarity to 

all those that are paying a high price for the courage of fighting for democracy, the Rule of Law 

and the independence of the Judiciary, symbolized by Murat Arslan (President of YARSAV, the 

Turkish Judges Association), arrested for more than two years in Turkey and to whom the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe has awarded the Vaclav Havel Human Rights 

Prize in 2017. 

European citizens can be sure that MEDEL will always be in the first line of the combat for an 

independent Judiciary: we owe it to the memory of Giovanni Falcone; we owe it to the future 

of Europe. 
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