
Publicizing the Charter of Conduct 
for the Portuguese Public Prosecutors

In a democracy of opinion, vices become virtues, the corrupted ones aspire to be elected by popular vote 
as an amnesty and magistrates, rather than being investigated, see their legitimacy being diminished, 
because they apply the law.
Also, in the world of law everything has become changeable, flexible, easy, quick, unpredictable, inflated 
and difficult to learn. It therefore risks being arbitrary, and in doing so threatens democracy, the rule of 
law and justice as the origin of social bonds and guarantor of their balances.
Everything is changing. But the odd feeling is one of transformation, a kind of Kafka’s metamorphosis, 
a hidden revolution, where one ignores who has the information and the power legitimating the gover-
nance due to the figures that are presented as the result of the sense of fatality associated with the crisis.
Figures and facts take precedence over the law and it is easy to manipulate justice leading to the humilia-
ting disregard for those who apply it by virtue of their duties by subjecting them to sacrificial rites of di-
sapproval and weak social esteem. Even if this conduct only serves to exorcize the daily frustration from 
those who enjoy living in the abyss of gratuitous violence or expiate the vague feeling of social distress at 
the expense of substitute victims who are useful as long as they hid the true guilty ones.
The magistrates’ probity and integrity are of little use in this democracy of opinion and governance 
where the current political interests, if necessary, justify bad faith, deception and revolting cunning of 
capricious politicians who unwisely and gladly abandon them to social envy after having labeled them 
as “being privileged”.
To remain silent is not a valid option! Silence may be ambiguously confused with approval.
Thus it makes perfect sense for us to put questions and the foremost question we should ask is the one 
that seeks to identify the magistrates’ values.
We should examine ourselves to that effect.
How should we act?
This is one of the adequate questions to put in times of resistance, times where one should return to the 
Kantian ethical notion of being a public prosecutor.
Thus it is not mimetic art or a symptom of the spirit of the time. It is a timeless question, inspired by the 
rationality underlying the practical reason that through our actions seeks the universality of collective 
standards representing the good and fair in our conduct.
Neither is the Charter of Conduct we now formally distribute to all members, in these dark days that 
we are living in and that suggest new paradigms of domination, an ironic contribution, a misunderstan-
ding, the encouragement of a certain type of magistrate doomed to be insipid and behave in a manner 
unique to him/her, the guarantee of purity and excellence, a naive adherence to “efficientism”, the ins-
trument of any global surveillance system or world voyeurism, the end of pluralism or of the magistrates’ 
personal identities.
It is mainly a pretext for self-reflecting by examining the advantages of being a magistrate, as well as a 
way of testing our ability to assess all personal data and contingent circumstances underlying our moti-
vation. It is also a framework of reference for the accountability between what we ought to do and what 
is owed to us, even in times of moral and ethical relativism without principles.
It is therefore a step towards ethics to give reasons for practical judgments about conduct, justify and give 
them a meaning other than just habit or impulse.

In order to avoid falling into a mere subjectivism, a male or female magistrate’s true freedom is only 
possible if we have an ideal of citizenship and civic care based on an integrity that can be generalized 
from a point of view other than the individual point of view. We may even dare, if apropos this Charter 
of Conduct, we reopen the debate on the art of being magistrate and in doing so, we try to synthesize 
ethics and aesthetic. If that is so, we welcome it.

This is also a way of not escaping our freedom when faced with the choice to act: to show that the ability 
to objectively look at ourselves is imposed by the freedom to choose the way to act and value ourselves 
the same way we want others to value us.

That is the generous purpose of this Charter as well as of SMMP’s management boards that prepared it 
and now disseminates it.

Our greetings to all member associations of MEDEL!


